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WELCOME

MICHAEL YUDELL, PHD, MPH

Abandoning Race as a Measure of Human Difference in
Biomedical Research

JOCELYN WILLIS MCCLELLAND

Patient Testimonial: When Assumptions Can be Deadly

EDWIN K. MCDONALD IV, MD

'Why am I eating hot dogs every day?' Navigating nutrition, food
deserts, and racial health disparities in Chicago

MICHELLE MORSE, MD, MPH

Anti-Racism at Healthcare Institutions: How Far Can We Go?

DEBORAH WILLIS-FILLINGER, MD '79

Racism in Healthcare

CLOSING



is a public health historian and ethicist, and is

Professor and Chair of Department of

Community Health and Prevention at the

Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel

University. He holds a PhD and MPH in

Sociomedical Sciences from the Mailman

School of Public Health at Columbia University.

Yudell is the author of several books, including

Race Unmasked: Biology and Race in the 20th
Century (Columbia University Press, 2014). Along

with Dr. Samuel K. Roberts, Yudell edits the

Columbia University Press Series Race,

Inequality, and Health. Finally, Yudell is

currently Chair of the Pennsylvania Secretary of

Health’s Newborn Screening and Follow-up

Technical Advisory Board.

Michael Yudell, PhD, MPH

was born on the South side of Chicago. She and

her husband of 36 years have had three

beautiful children and currently live in East

Woodlawn, where they are both retired.

Jocelyn Willis McClelland
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is a Gastroenterologist, trained chef, and an

Assistant Professor of medicine at the University

of Chicago. He is also the Director of Diversity

and Inclusion for Graduate Medical Education,

the Associate Director of Adult Clinical

Nutrition, and an instructor in Culinary

Medicine.  Dr. McDonald’s clinical interests

include diseases of the small bowel, obesity, and

nutrition education. Dr. McDonald recently

published a children’s book, “Do You Know

Where My Food Goes?” He serves on the board of

several nonprofit organizations in the Chicago

area and hosts the weekly radio show, The

Community Health Focus Hour, on WVON 1690.

Edwin K. McDonald IV, MD

is an internal medicine hospitalist, Co-Founder

of EqualHealth, and Assistant Professor at

Harvard Medical School. In September 2019 she

began a year-long Robert Wood Johnson Health

Policy fellowship in Washington, DC.   Previously,

she served for three years as deputy chief

medical officer at Partners In Health (PIH) and

as Assistant Program Director for the Internal

Medicine Residency at Brigham and Women’s

Hospital, and now serves on the Board of

Directors of PIH. In 2015 Dr. Morse worked with

several partners to found the Social Medicine

Consortium (SMC), a global coalition of over

1000 people representing over 50 universities

and organizations in twelve countries, which

seeks to address the miseducation of health

professionals on the root causes of illness.

Michelle Morse, MD, MPH



is a graduate of Rosalind Franklin University of

Medicine and Science, Chicago Medical School

class of 1979, and an Internal Medicine physician

trained at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. From

2009 through 2011, Dr Willis-Fillinger directed

the Office of Minority Health and Health Equity

within The Health Resources and Services

Administration (HRSA), the primary federal

agency within the U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services (HHS) charged by Congress

to provide access to primary healthcare linked

to public health efforts in every state and U.S.

territory. HRSA provides program resources and

support for culturally competent, high quality

clinical care and services for upward of 25

million isolated, medically vulnerable or

uninsured people in America.

Deborah Willis-Fillinger, MD '79
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CME Information
Practice Gap

The goal of this symposium is to provide an update on major disparities in medical practice
as it relates to genetic profiles or race.  There are multifactorial reasons for health disparities
in both clinical and research medicine.  This symposium will present genetic, institutional,
individual and governmental factors that affect health care disparities in medical education.
The primary audience is CMS students, staff and faculty.  The guest presenters (external and
alumnae) were selected primarily due to their expertise in this field as recognized by our
faculty.  Upon completion of this program, participants will have increased their knowledge
about: the causes of ethnic and racial disparities as access to healthcare is impacted by
genetic information, individual physicians applications of those findings, and government
regulations in this field; the obstacles to access medical services for black/brown patients;
and patient testimonials involving unconscious bias based on their race which impacted
making the proper diagnosis for treatment before the condition worsened.

Learning Objectives

Summarize the current scientific understanding of the validity of genetics as it relates to
race
Identify  the current systemic institutional protocols that affect access to better health
care quality for patients of different racial and cultural backgrounds
Identify governmental obstacles that might contribute to having patients of color being
identified and changes needed in the system to decrease disparities.
Identify a practioner's contributions to the health care disparities by understanding
biased unconscious judgments made within seconds of meeting a patient before
objective historical information is gathered that to improve diagnosis and reduce
disparities

1.

2.

3.

4.

Target Audience

Clinicians, Residents, Administrators, Students, Basic Science Faculty

Accreditation and Designation Statements

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine & Science is accredited by the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical
education for physicians. Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine & Science designates this
live activity for a maximum of 2.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits   . Physicians should claim
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Announcement of Disclosure

The speakers, Drs. Yudell, Morse, and Willis-Fillinger, of this activity have nothing to
disclose. The speaker, Dr. McDonald, discloses the following: "I am a paid consultant for
AbbVie. I am listed on a speaker's list for Salix."
The planners, Drs. Lawson and Rasgado, have nothing to disclose. 
The planner, Dr. Olivier, discloses the following: "I am a recipient of research support
from: NEI/NIH R13 Grant; AGS, IRIS Registry Grant. I am a paid consultant for: Allergan;
Alcon; Aerie. I am listed on a speaker’s list for: Bausch and Lomb. I had been a paid
member of an advisory board for: Aerie; FDA. I had been a member of the Board of
Trustees for: American Academy of Ophthalmology; Prevent Blindness America."

The following organization is gratefully acknowledged for their financial support for this
symposium: Creating Pathways and Access for Student Success (CPASS) Foundation   .
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