
 

 

 

 Welcome from the President of the Illinois Podiatric Medical Students’ Association (IPMSA) 

 
Welcome Class of 2023, 

It gives me great pleasure to be one of the first to welcome you to Dr. William M. Scholl College 
of Podiatric Medicine! This prestigious institution, founded in 1912, is truly remarkable and is 
committed to producing generations of podiatric physicians to impact the profession in profound 
ways. Congratulations on being accepted on your journey to become a part of this distinguished 
group of podiatric physicians.   

As you prepare to embark on your medical journey, I would like to share with you some pearls 
of wisdom I believe are important prior to becoming engrossed in studies. I have often thought 
of medical school as climbing a mountain, and to get to the top, you need equipment: equipment 
that you will gather along the way.  

I believe it is important to be transparent about the difficult nature of medical school. Do not be 
afraid to step away from your studies, take a night off, and hang out with your family and friends. 
It gets very easy to become lost in the rigor of the studies and forget about the true goal of being 
in medical school. Sometimes walking on flat ground is the greatest advice to get to the top.  

Become guided by a strong desire to ask questions. Questions allow you to look at the 
mountain and establish how to get to the top rather than stopping along the way. Questions are 
the backpack and boots, and without them, you cannot succeed. The interactions you have had, 
the experiences you have explored, and the questions you have asked have all cumulatively 
prepared you to become a podiatric physician.   

The hardest part is over! Remember that you are wanted here and that the faculty, staff, 
administration and upperclassmen are here to help you get to the top of the mountain. Never 
hesitate to reach out for help. I cannot wait to see how your class grows, strengthens, and 
becomes united not only within the college but also throughout the podiatric medical community. 
I am excited to meet all of you at the start of the year, and I hope that you use this summer to 
truly relax. 

Congratulations and welcome class of 2023, make us #SchollProud!  

 

Sincere Regards, 

Akshay Jain, Class of 2021  

President, Illinois Podiatric Medical Students’ Association (IPMSA) 


