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GUIDELINES FOR FILMING LIVE ANIMALS FOR PUBLICATION 
 
Journals with video enhanced publication, such as JoVE, are an exciting resource with 
significant educational and scientific utility for the research community.  At this time, 
access to such journals is not always restricted and some video procedures may contain 
images that could be misinterpreted and misappropriated by animal activist groups.  It is 
thus important to reduce potential risks to the University as well as to investigators when 
publishing in such journals or in posting such materials on the web.   The following 
guidelines outline the basic requirements for video-taping animal activities that fall into 
category D or E and that are intended for publication or other types of distribution to 
public audiences.  It does not apply to images, posters, or materials for seminars and 
meetings unless copies of videos or links to such will be provided to the attendees.   If 
you have any questions about video taping requirements, contact the IACUC for 
clarification.  
 

• The IACUC must be provided with a copy of the proposed script, interview 
questions, filming locations, and views to be shot at least 2 weeks in advance and 
the activities to be filmed must be IACUC approved.   IACUC will compare the 
proposed script to the approved animal protocol to verify that all of the activities 
to be filmed have been reviewed and approved.  Activities that are not described 
in an approved protocol will require submission to the IACUC of an amendment 
for consideration. Thus sufficient time should be allowed between when the 
IACUC receives the above-mentioned materials and the planned filming date.  

• Personnel involved in the proposed filming must schedule and participate in a 
“practice procedure” at least 48 hrs prior to the actual filming time/date.  

• A member of the veterinary staff must be present for both the practice and active 
filming sessions.  

• Anesthetized animals that are filmed must be draped so that only the area of 
interest is visible.   

• Views of whole conscious animals should avoided, if possible. Requests for 
images of whole animals will be reviewed on an individual basis.   

• A representative from the RFUMS Marketing and Communications Department 
must be present for the practice procedure as well as for the actual filming.   This 
will enable the evaluation of background views, identify potentially inflammatory 
or inappropriate images, and ensure that the Institutional image and brand is 
protected.   This is consistent with University policy concerning any type of 
filming on campus. 

• Compliance/Legal should be given a copy of the proposed content at least 3 days 
prior to filming to ensure that Intellectual Property, Privacy and other concerns 
are addressed. 


