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Jason Radke joined the PA Program faculty at Rosalind Franklin University in 2015 
as a clinical coordinator. During his time with the program he has served as 
Director of Experiential Learning, Director of Didactic Education, and transitioned 
into his current role in 2018. He earned his Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Iowa with majors in Biology and Psychology, and his Master of Medical Sciences in 
Physician Assistant Studies at Midwestern University. 

Jason has spent most of his clinical career practicing in pediatrics, but has also 
worked in emergency medicine and men’s health. He continues to practice 
clinically as director of Healthy Families Clinic along with faculty from the 
Psychology Department in a pediatric integrated behavioral health clinic on the 
university campus. This clinic provides free care to uninsured children in the 
community, helps connect families to community services, and allows for PA and 
psychology students to gain clinical experience on an interprofessional team. 

As faculty in the program, Jason teaches Population Medicine, Pediatrics, 
Advanced Physical Exam, the EENT and Psychology units in the General Medicine 
and Infectious Disease course series, and lectures in multiple other courses 
throughout the curriculum. He also teaches students from the college medicine, 
college of pharmacy, and other programs within the college of health professions 
(CHP). He has received the CHP Outstanding Faculty Award and CHP Outstanding 
Educator Award. 

Jason currently serves on the Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA) 
Finance Steering Committee. 

Jason Radke, MMS, PA-C

Department Chair & Program Director
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At the University, Ziemowit Mazur serves as an Assistant Professor and Associate 
Program Director of the PA Program and has been involved in PA education for a 
decade. He earned his Master of Science degree in Education from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, his Master of Science in Physician Assistant Practice 
from RFUMS and his PhD in Interprofessional Healthcare Studies also from 
RFUMS. Ziemowit is a family and internal medicine PA, and continues to see patients 
alongside students and faculty at the Interprofessional Community Clinic (ICC), a 
clinic for underserved and uninsured patients in Lake County, IL.
Ziemowit instructs students throughout the PA curriculum, including teaching and 
coordination of the General Medicine course series as well as serving as the course 
director for Geriatrics, Interprofessional Case Collaborations, and Professional Issues 
and Ethics. His teaching philosophy reflects a strong commitment to health 
prevention, public health, and professional advocacy. 
He has authored several articles in peer-reviewed journals related to the best 
practices in PA education, and served as a co-author and reviewer for medical 
textbook chapters. He has presented more than 20 peer-reviewed seminars and 
research posters at state, regional, national, and international conferences centered 
around best clinical and teaching practices.  
As a site visitor for the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the 
Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) since 2016, he plays a role in assuring PA programs 
across the nation provide curricula consistent with accreditation standards and have 
the best interest of students and the public in mind.  He was an elected appointee to 
the American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) House of Delegates 
representing state of IL. More recently, he was appointed to serve on the Diversity 
in Health Care Professions Task Force through the Illinois Department of Public 
Health, co-chairing the education sub-committee.

Ziemowit Mazur, PhD, Ed.M, MS, PA- C

Associate Program Director
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Kristine Burgess received her Bachelor of Science in Molecular and Cellular Biology 
from the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana and her Master of Science in 
Physician Assistant Practice from Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science. After PA school she practiced family medicine with a focus on women’s 
health, pediatrics, dermatology, and acute care. She joined the faculty of the 
Rosalind Franklin University PA Program in early 2014 and assumed the role of 
Director of Didactic Education later that same year. Her academic focus includes 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dermatology, Hematology, Clinical Laboratory, and 
Physical Assessment.

Kristine’s recent research projects include topics in breastfeeding medicine, spinal 
changes in pregnancy, running-related projects, and team-based learning research. 
She has presented her research on team-based learning at the Physician Assistant 
Education Association Forum. In addition to her work as a PA educator, she is a 
certified lactation consultant and a certified running coach through USA Track & Field 
and has previously coached cross country and track at the collegiate level. She trains 
and competes locally and nationally in races ranging from the mile through the 
marathon.

Kristine is a member of the Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, the Institute for the 
Advancement of Breastfeeding and Lactation Education, the International Lactation 
Consultant Association, the Association of Physician Assistants in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. At 
Rosalind Franklin University, Kristine serves as the chair of the College of Health 
Professions Awards Committee, co-chair of the Women in Science and Healthcare 
Symposium and she is a faculty senator and a member of the University Faculty 
Awards Committee.

Kristine Burgess, MS, PA-C, CLC
Director of Didactic Education
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Kristin Mahr, PhD, MS, PA-C

Director of Clinical Education 

Kristin Arneson Mahr, PhD, PA-C, Director of Clinical Education and Assistant 
Professor was appointed in Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science in January 2013. She graduated from Winona State University in 1996 
with a Bachelor in Science degree in Exercise Science with a dual major in 
Cardiac Rehabilitation and Corporate Wellness. Upon graduating she began 
working in Cardiac Rehabilitation at Highland Park Hospital, during this time 
she also completed a Master in Science degree in Exercise Physiology from 
Northeastern Illinois University. In 2003 Kristin returned to her academic 
career at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science to earn a Master 
in Science degree in Physician Assistant Practice in 2005. Immediately upon 
graduation she started her career as a physician assistant in surgery and 
emergency medicine, and eventually transitioning to family medicine. Dr. Mahr 
completed a certificate degree in Health Professions education in 2014.  She 
recently graduated from the RFUMS Interprofessional Healthcare Studies with 
her doctoral degree in 2020.  Dr. Mahr continues to work in Urgent Care at 
Physicians Immediate Care.  Her academic focus is in pediatric medicine and 
clinical year curriculum.  She is a member of several professional societies, 
including the American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA).  
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Asheley Goergen, MS, PA-C

Clinical Coordinator

Asheley Goergen received her Bachelor of Science in 
Biology from Clarke College in 2003 and her Master of 
Science in Physician Assistant Practice from Rosalind 
Franklin University of Medicine and Science in 2005. After 
PA school, she worked in southeastern Wisconsin for 13 
years in the areas of Hematology and Oncology. In 2017, 
she joined the faculty of the Rosalind Franklin University PA 
program in the role of clinical coordinator. Her research 
interests include oral chemotherapy compliance, PTSD in 
cancer patients, and the role of the PA in hospice and 
palliative care. She lives in southeastern Wisconsin with 
her husband and three children.
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Dr. Knott joined Rosalind Franklin University in 1996 as a faculty member, and 
went on to be the Department Chair for 16 years.  Since that time he served as 
Associate Dean, Associate Vice President for Academics, and Vice President for 
Strategic Enrollment.  He teaches interprofessional courses in Research & 
Statistics, Orthopedics, and Leadership, among others, and teaches students in 
the college of medicine, the college of pharmacy, the college of podiatry, and in 
the college of health professions.

His research in spinal deformity has led to more than 90 peer reviewed journal 
publications, abstracts and scientific posters.  He has been the section editor or 
editorial board member for five journals, and supervised 100 masters projects 
and 7 doctoral dissertations.  His research led to the development of a new 
medical device company, DIERS Medical Systems, where he works part time on 
research and development.

He is a past president of the Physician Assistant Education Association, and the 
Association of PA Residency Programs, as well as SOSORT, an international spine 
research society.  He is a fellow in the Scoliosis Research Society, and has received 
several competitive research grants for his work in spine deformity.

Dr. Knott is a graduate of the University of Iowa’s Physician Assistant Program, and 
earned his PhD from Capella University.

Patrick Knott, PhD, PA-C

Professor
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Misty (Meredith) Fils received her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Social Work from Bradley University, and her Master of 
Science in Physician Assistant Practice degree from Rosalind 
Franklin University of Medicine and Science.  Prior to 
practicing as a certified physician assistant, she cared for 
patients as a paramedic in New Orleans and Chicago.  She 
has worked clinically as a physician assistant in a variety of 
clinical settings, including urgent care, family medicine, 
occupational health, preventive medicine, and public health.  
She is currently on staff at Swedish NorthShore Hospital in 
Chicago.  Misty initially joined the RFUMS PA program faculty 
in 2015, then returned to clinical practice, and has now 
recently rejoined the faculty in 2019.  She serves on the 
Faculty Advisory Board of the student-run Interprofessional 
Community Clinic.  Her academic focus includes health 
literacy and health inequities, pharmacology, pulmonary 
medicine, physical assessment, and clinical procedures.

Misty (Meredith) Fils, MS, PA-C

Instructor
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Dr. Carlson is the Vice President for Interprofessional 
Education and Simulation and
a member of the Physician Assistant faculty. In this role he 
oversees all simulation-based activities at the university, the 
DeWitt C. Baldwin Institute for Interprofessional Education, 
and the Gross Anatomy Labs. He received his PhD in 
Interprofessional Health Care Studies from RFUMS in 2012 
and his Master’s of Science Degree in Physician Assistant 
Practice from RFUMS in 2001. Dr. Carlson also teaches in a 
number of University programs and is a member of the 
RFUMS Master Teachers Guild. Within the Physician Assistant 
Program this includes Clinical Decision Making I-III, Physical 
Examination, and General Medicine and Infectious Disease 
topics.  His research interests focus on diagnostic reasoning 
behaviors, simulation-based performance assessment, the 
role of simulation in team training, and Interprofessional 
education. 

Jim Carlson, PhD PA-C

Vice President for Interprofessional Education 

and Simulation 

Associate Professor
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Robert received his Bachelor of Arts degree with a double 
major in classical philology and philosophy from the 
University of Illinois where he was awarded the John Lewis 
Heller Memorial Prize for outstanding achievement in 
classical philology. He obtained his Masters of Science in 
Physician Assistant Practice from Rosalind Franklin University 
of Medicine and Science where he was recognized for 
outstanding performance in physician assistant clinical 
education. He then completed the Jane R. Perlman 
fellowship in emergency medicine. Afterwards, he earned a 
certificate of added qualification in emergency medicine 
from the National Commission on the Certification of 
Physician Assistants while working in emergency medicine. 
Robert joined the RFUMS faculty in 2019 with a focus in high 
fidelity mannequin, virtual and standardized patient 
simulations. His current research interests are integrating 
medical simulation and point of care ultrasonography 
education.

Robert Aitchison, MS, PA-C

Instructor
















