
 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH ANNOUNCEMENT   

DePaul – RFUMS Grant Program: AI in Biomedical Discovery & Healthcare 

As part of the alliance between DePaul University and Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science (RFUMS), 
we are pleased to announce the initiation of a new inter-institutional collaborative research grant program focused 
on Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Biomedical Discovery and Healthcare. The primary goal of this program is to facilitate 
development of new inter-institutional collaborative research projects between DePaul and RFUMS investigators that 
recognize the applications, opportunities, and transformational potential of AI in healthcare. Such projects are 
expected to: i) result in high-impact peer reviewed publications; ii) “seed” larger, long-term extramural funding of new 
collaborative research between the two institutions, and iii) stimulate technology transfer and commercialization 
arising from such collaborative research.  Funds procured to support this effort will be awarded on a competitive, 
peer-reviewed basis.  

If you are uncertain as to whether your research project is appropriate for this competition, please contact either Dr. 
Daniela Raicu (AVPR, DePaul University) or Dr. Ronald Kaplan (EVPR, RFUMS) before preparing an application. 

 
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 

• Each proposed project must have Multi-Principal Investigators (multi-PIs) – at least one from DePaul University 
and one from RFUMS.  

• Funds available through this program cannot be used to supplant funds or resources that are available from 
other sources.  

• Project multi-PIs are expected to complete a six-month progress report and a year-end final report.   

• Project multi-PIs should be certain the activities proposed are realistic for the project period; pre-spending and 
no-cost extensions are not available under this initiative for any reason, and unspent grant funds will be 
forfeited at the close of the project.   

• Evidence of appropriate federally-mandated Review Committee (IRB/ IACUC/ IBC, etc.) approval of the proposed 
research project is required of finalists in advance of Award Notification.  Co-PIs are accordingly strongly 
encouraged to submit IRB/IACUC/IBC applications, as relevant, at the time of proposal submission to 
minimize delays in initiating funded projects.  Failure of finalists to produce evidence of appropriate federally-
mandated Review Committee (IRB/ IACUC/ IBC, etc.) approval or exemption as applicable to the proposed 
research project a minimum of two weeks in advance of anticipated Awards potentially could reduce the project 
period of the award and may jeopardize funding status.  No-cost extensions will not be considered for project 
delays related to securing protections approvals.   

 
TOTAL AWARDS 

• Up to $200K will be available under this Solicitation to support new applications.   

• Project funding of up to $67,000 in direct costs per proposal is available to accommodate new studies of up to 
12 months  

• A January 16, 2023 start date is anticipated for funded proposals; awards will extend through January 15th, 
2024.  
 

TENTATIVE KEY DATES 
September 28, 2022 (5pm CST)  
Deadline for receipt of Required Letters of Intent  
 



October 27, 2022 (5 pm CST) 
Deadline for receipt of full proposals. 
 
December 2, 2022  
Grant Finalists Announced 
 
January 6, 2023  
Notice of Grant Awards and IRB, IACUC/IBC Approval Due, if relevant  
 
January 16, 2023 
Funded Projects Start 
 
January 15th, 2024 
All Funded Projects Close. 
 
HOW TO APPLY 
There are two stages in this competitive proposal process.   
Stage 1:  Required Letters of Intent 
Stage 2:  Full Proposals 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERS OF INTENT (Stage 1) 
Applicants are required to submit an appropriately formatted, one-page letter of intent that includes the following 
Information, in the specified order: 

• Proposal Title 

• DePaul PIs:  Names, Titles, and Academic Departments and institutional email addresses of the DePaul 
University multi-PI(s) on the Project 

• RFUMS PIs:  Names, Titles, and Academic Departments and institutional email addresses of the RFUMS multi-
PI(s) on the Project 

• Project Synopsis:  Please provide a brief description of the proposed project. 
 

Letters of Intent for this solicitation must be submitted by email; the one-page LOI should be a PDF attachment to the 
email.  The email should be submitted by one of the DePaul or RFUMS multi-PIs of the Project Teams choosing and cc 
the other multi-PIs.  The email should be addressed to both the Office of the Associate Provost for Research, DePaul 
(dstan@depaul.edu) and the Office of the Executive Vice President for Research, RFUMS 
(ronald.kaplan@rosalindfranklin.edu) and include the following subject line: “DPU-RFUMS Pilot LOI”.  Letters of intent 
must be received no later than September 28, 2022 at 3pm CST.  Late or nonconforming submissions will not be 
considered.  LOIs are for planning purposes only and responses to them will not be provided. 
 
DETAILS REGARDING APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR FULL PROPOSALS (Stage 2; NIH R21 FORMAT) WILL FOLLOW 
SHORTLY. 
 
APPLICATION REVIEW 

Applications will be reviewed for scientific and technical merit by a Grant Review Committee (GRC) consisting of an 
equal number of DePaul and RFUMS faculty members. External reviews may be solicited if thought necessary by the Co-
Chairs of the GRC. The GRC will review and score the grant applications using the AI Grant Review Criteria. The GRC will 
assign a merit score to each submitted grant proposal, rank order the proposals, and report its findings to the Associate 
Provost for Research at DePaul and the Executive Vice President of Research at Rosalind Franklin University for review. 
Following receipt of the scores from the GRC, the Associate Provost for Research at DePaul and the Executive Vice 
President of Research at Rosalind Franklin University will determine which projects will be funded and at what level, 
based on GRC scores and programmatic aims. 
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