
Rosalind Franklin University Mail - Academic Plans for Fall Term - RFU Students

Academic Plans for Fall Term - RFU Students
1 message

Nancy Parsley <nancy.parsley@rosalindfranklin.edu> Wed, Jun 10, 2020 at 3:47 PM
To: "students@rosalindfranklin.edu" <students@rosalindfranklin.edu>
Cc: "faculty@rosalindfranklin.edu" <faculty@rosalindfranklin.edu>, "staff@rosalindfranklin.edu" <staff@rosalindfranklin.edu>

Dear RFU Students,

Your safety and well-being continue to be our highest priority as we steer our way through the COVID-19 
pandemic while also ensuring that your academic needs are addressed. As we proceed through Phase 3 of the 
Restore Illinois reopening plan, which limits gatherings to 10 persons or fewer, we cannot fully know what to 
expect as summer turns to fall.

However, in anticipation of proceeding into Phase 4, which will allow gatherings of up to 50 people and permit 
institutions of higher education to reopen with guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health, we are 
excited to share that we are actively planning for a return to campus for the fall term.

We plan to utilize a hybrid approach to education, with remote learning continuing for lecture-based courses.  At 
the same time, we will prioritize for on-campus engagement those activities that are hands-on and skills-based, 
or involve other small group learning experiences that most benefit student learning. Our paramount mission will 
be to ensure academic progression as we train healthcare providers so direly needed at this time.

To prepare for the next phases of learning, the university created the Learning Experiences Taskforce. The 
Taskforce is developing a comprehensive set of Academic and Teaching Guidelines that will contribute to the 
ongoing development and delivery of high quality educational experiences.

We know and understand that you and all students have many questions about returning to campus, and what 
learning will look like in Fall 2020. Guidelines are being released to address a range of topics, including facility 
modifications and procedures, such as reduced entrance points to university buildings, the wearing of masks in 
shared spaces, and revised capacity in classrooms and other educational spaces; academic and teaching  
changes, including prioritizing the use of educational spaces for assessment activities and hands-on learning 
experiences; student health, including appropriate instruction on infectious disease precautions; and so much 
more.  

As details of RFU’s plans to return to campus for the fall term are further developed, they will be shared with the 
RFU community.  We are committed to delivering high-quality educational experiences in each of our programs 
while also preserving the health and well-being of our community.  Your patience and cooperation as we continue 
to navigate to a new normal for the foreseeable future are appreciated.

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Parsley, DPM, MHPE
Provost
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